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Dean Avi Soifer (Dean of William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of Hawaii at Manoa)

Dean Soifer received his law degree from Yale Law School in 1972. He also holds B.A. cum laude
(1969) and Masters of Urban Studies (1972) degrees from Yale.

While in law school, he served as an editor of the Yale Law Journal, a director of the Law School Film
Society, and a director of the Legal Services Organization. He helped to found the C.V.H. Project,
representing people in Connecticut’s largest mental hospital. He clerked for then- Federal District
Judge Jon O. Newman in 1972-73.

Soifer began his law teaching career at the University of Connecticut in 1973, received a Law and
Humanities Fellowship at Harvard University in 1976-77, and taught at Boston University from 1979-
1993. He served as Dean of Boston College Law School from 1993-1998, and continued to teach at
BC until 2003, when he became Dean of the William S. Richardson School of Law at the University of
Hawai’i.

Soifer received Boston College’s Distinguished Senior Research Award and he was appointed as a
Distinguished Scholar at the University of Wisconsin's Legal Studies Institute. His book, Law and the
Company We Keep (Harvard University Press, 1995) was awarded the Alpha Sigma Nu Triennial
National Jesuit Book Prize in professional studies.

He has an extensive record of scholarly publications, presentations, and public service activities and he
continues to teach primarily in the areas of constitutional law, legal history, legal writing, and law and
humanities.

Dr. John C. Eastman (Former Dean of Dale E. Fowler School of Law at Chapman University)

Dr. John C. Eastman is the Henry Salvatori Professor of Law & Community Service at Chapman
University Fowler School of Law, and also served as the School's Dean from June 2007 to January
2010, when he stepped down to pursue a bid for California Attorney General. He is the Founding
Director of the Center for Constitutional Jurisprudence, a public interest law firm affiliated with the
Claremont Institute. Prior to joining the Fowler School of Law faculty in August 1999, he served as a
law clerk with Justice Clarence Thomas at the Supreme Court of the United States and with Judge J.
Michael Luttig at the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. After his clerkships, Dr.
Eastman practiced with the national law firm of Kirkland & Ellis, specializing in major civil and
constitutional litigation at both the trial and appellate levels. He earned his JD from the University of
Chicago Law School, where he graduated with high honors in 1995. He was selected for membership
in the Order of the Coif and was a member of the Law Review, a Bradley Fellow for Research in
Constitutional History and an Olin Fellow in Law & Economics. Dr. Eastman also has a Ph.D. and
M.A. in Government from the Claremont Graduate School, with fields of concentration in Political
Philosophy, American Government, Constitutional Law, and International Relations. He has a B.A. in
Politics and Economics from the University of Dallas. Prior to law school, he served as the Director of
Congressional & Public Affairs at the United States Commission on Civil Rights during the Reagan
administration and was the 1990 Republican Nominee for Congress in California's 34th District.


